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Sri Vitthalesvara and And Bhashy#

S’ Vitthales'vara Dikshita, the author of the last Adhyfiya and a half
of the Anu Bhishya was the second son of 571 Vallabhacharys, He was
born at Charapita near Allahabad on the gth day of the dark half of
Margaglirsha, 1572, Samvat.  Vallabhichrya in his lafer life adopted
Adel as his permanent residence, and therefore Vitthales'vara passed’
his childhood there. When Vallabhachirya took up Tridanda-Sannylisa
in 1587, Vitthales'vara was a boy, fiftecn years old. His elder brothor-
S’ Gopinitha was senior to him by five years. His Upanayana ceremony
was performed by Vallabhachirya, but his carly education seems to
have been of a desultory character. A Gathd current in Sumpmdnya‘
states that Vitthales'vara in his childhood was given to playfulness.
He did not seem to realise the heavy responsibility that lay on his
shoulders, so Dimodaradasa, the chief among Vaishnavas, "is said to have
remonstrated with young Vitthales'vara and persuaded him to study, and
* thus be fit to bear the responsibility of the Sampradaya as the worthy son of a
worthy father. There isno doubt that Dimodaradisa had his share in turning
Vitthales'vara from worldly playfulness to the meditation of Krishpa-Leelt,
Chacha Harivams'ajl was another personality who influenced Vitthales'vara

in the successful discharge of his duties as Achirya. Chacha Harivam-~
saji’s proselytizing tendencics were great. It was le who gencrally vizited
a place in advance and prepared it for the acceptance of Vitthales'vara's
teachings. Itismot known from whom Vitthales'vara got dircct help in
the profound learning which is manifest in his works which are available
now. A Githa says that Vitthales'vara was sent by Vallabhichirya to
Madhava Sarasvati for his studies, but instead of studying anything at his
place, he devoted his time to reading S’rimad Blagavata. Whatever may
be the truth in the above Gath, it is an undisputed fact that like his father,
Vitthales'vara had a very great hold on and absorbing attachment to S'rimad
Bhagavata. After Vallabhichirya passed away il 1587, Gopinitha and
Vitthales'vara lived together at Adel. Except perhaps two smatl works
named Sadhanadipaka and Sevapaddhati, we arc not aware of any important
work of S'ri Gopinatha, and so we have not got materials to decide hoi far* °
Vitthales'vara was indebted to his clder brother S'ri Goplnafha, Jor his,
future literary activitics. S'rl Goplnitha and his son PurushSttama seem «*
to have passed away between 1590 and 1600. After thisL.“Yitdui.{%'vaya
became the recognised representative of hils father, and thereafter he seems
to haved planied various tours, and thought™ of writing works for the
- propagation of the Sampradaya. . 2" L SNELS - 0 :’Y( “
Unlike S’ankara, Raminuja, M:\dln;n;Chnitanj'n,.gnd‘z host of others, -
. anlabh:\ch-‘f)'ﬂ' ,prcferred to"follow tlxc:Ar?}.zr;x'ibgzId traditions,. and like
Yajayavalkya nd others, becune o g_riba'sdmv,Acba‘rya. After. him; <his
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elder son too, became a Grihastha Acharya. S'f Gojnatha got Vitthales'vra -
married to S'ri Rukmiyf, a ddughter of Vis'vanatha Bhatta anu Rhawani of
his own caste. The relations of the two brothers weré of a very cordum.
nature. A letter® addressed by Vitthales'vara to his elder brother reveals
the high regard which he had for him.

When Gopinatha and his son Purushottama passed away, Vitthale-
'vara seems to bave begun hLis tours. His first visit was from Adel to
Gujardt in the year 1600, and his second visit to Gujarat was also from Adel
in 1613, In Gujarit bis activitics were chiefly confined to Ahmedabad,
Cambay and Godhra, In Godhra, one Nigaji Bhatta was initiated in .the
Sampradaya by him. This Nagaji Bhatta was, it is said, a state.oficer, and
the name Pancha Malals owes its origin to his activities. He was a
Sathodra Brahmin, Mr. Keshavalal Harshadraya Dbruva, the veteran’
Gujarati scholar, is said to be a descendant of this Nagaji Bhatta. When.
ever Vitthales'vara visited Gujarat, Nagaji Bhatta always took advantage of
his company. A few of the original letters addressed by Vitthales'vara to
Nagaji Bhatta are preserved even to this day at Nathadwara in Mewar,
Nagaji Bhatta seems to have been a very intelligent follower. Various
questions seem to have been put by him to Vitthales'vara. He seems to
have been a very active agent in spreading the doctrines of Vallabliacharya
in his country. After having read Swbodhins, Nibandha etc., he wanted to
know as to what was the kernel of Vallabhachirya's teachings. In answer
to this query, Vitthales'vara sent to him n beautiful couplet which sum-
marises the doctrine in the choicest words. It runs as follows:;—

viagwertay v maanarheaii:

I '

N
R whraadte: cuiicd]

According to the view of Vallabhacharya, waqense is the &, and the
unfailing remedy for it is love for Him, while all other Sadhanas are useful in
generating this love, Nagaji Bhatta remained in company of Vitthales'vara
not only in Gujarat, but he often visited Adel to pay his respects 1o him.
He is said also to have visited the shrine of S'r1 Nathaji-Govardhanadhara=
at Jatipura on the Govardbana Hill, and stayed there for a couple of months,
Thus it would seem that Nagaji Bhatta was familiar both with the practice’
and theory of the Sampradiya, and he was instrumental in the rapid spread
of the Sampradiya from Samvat 1600 anwards in Gujarat,

Another personality who helped in the.spread of Sampradiya was

Tho lotter runs as followsi— i
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Bhaila Kothari of As'arvi mear Ahmedabad. . When Vitthales'vara visited
D\va'rka or Gujarat, he used to put up with him for a couple of months.
Bhaila’s son-in-law GopMadisa has given the Sampradiya a charming and
unique poem in Navikhyina. The Sampradiyika Gathi relates that this
Gopaladsa was Narsinha Mehtd in his preceding birth. Whatever that may
be, it helps one in furnishing the latest date of Narsinha Mehta, Vitthale.
s'vara’s first visit to Gujardt was in .600 St, and Gopiladisa was then nine
years old. The poem of Gopiladisa (Navd Khyina) has been the most
popular and revered among Vaishpavas., Every Vaishpava, male and female,
recites it, Commentaries ix Sanskrit and Vraja Bhashi are written on it.
The commercial people of Gujarat have been fascinated by it. This poem,
.it seems, has been instrumental in shaping Vaishpava attitude towards the
Mahirdjas. The intensely tender feelings with which the Mahirajas are
looked upon have their genesis in the spread of this lyric. It speaks of
Vitthales'vara as Goswamiji. He assumed the surname of Goswami in 1634,
after he was granted permission by Emperor Akahar to graze his cattle on
all lands including the Royal ones. From this it would seem that this poem
of Gophladisa could not have been composed before 1634, The Simpra.
dayika Gathi informs us that the inspiration of this poem came to Gopaladisa
from Vitthales'vara himself. It is said that Gopiladisa, who was dumb,
miraculously got his powers of speech as a result of the chewing of the
betelleaf offered by Vitthales'vara. When he visited Bhaila's house,
numerous persons camo to $ce him and joined his Sampradiya.

In Cambay, Jivi Pirckh, a celebrated Banid merchant was instru.
mental in the early spread of Vaishpavism. On the whole the spread of
Vaishpavism in Gujarat was not only rapid but complete. Numerous castes
and sub.castes wholly cmbraced the Vaishpava Cult. This continued in
increasing proportions during the times of the succceding generations of
Vitthales'vara, .

Vitthales'vara himself visited Gujarit not Iess than six times. His
first visit was in 1600 from Adel. The second one was also from Adel in
1613. The third one was from Gada in 1619, The fourth one was from
Mathurd in 1633. The fifth one was in 1631 from Gokula, And bis sixth
and last visit was also from Gokulain 1638. This would show that for
nearly forty years Vitthales'vara exercised his influence over Gujarit and
Kathitwad., The visits to Gujarat were incideatal to his visit to the shrine
of Dwarkanithajl at Dwarkt. His desire for and interest in Dwaraka and
Gujarat were created by the carly reception of lis father and his elder
brother S'rf Gopinatha. Rani Vyisa, a learned pupil of Vallabhicharya,
\was an active worker at Siddhapura. So also there was one Gopaladisa of
Narodi. Vallabhachirya himself had visited Dwiraki not less than three
times, his last visit being in 15835, Heis said to have stayed at Diwiraka

. for over six months. TheSwaripa of Dwarkinathaji at Bet-Diwarka was
* installed there by Vallabhacharya, . [
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; of Giridbaraji the eldest son of Vitthales'vara.were very cordial with, thig

prince. The eldest son of Giridharaji by name Muralidharaji was+born herc
on Vijaya Dasami day. Tansen the famous minstrel was formerly a musician
of king Ramachandra, but he had to hand him over to Emperor Akbar. This
Tansen seems to have come into contact with Vitthales’vara here. But
Vitthales’vara did not stay here long. In later days when Vitthales'vara
adopted Gokula as his permanent residence, this king Ramachandra visited
Gokala. He was well received by Vitthales'vara and Giridharaji then.

From Bandhe-Gaqhs, Vitthales'varaseems to have moved over to Gadhd.
It is difficult to say whether the modern Jubbulpore on the banks of the
Narbada was Gagdha of those times. Vitthales'vara's Bethak near Jubbulpore
would go to show that Gada was situated somewhere there. The havoe
wrought by Akbar's general Asafkhan is so complete that it has become
difficult to identify the place. Vitthales'vara's desire to go to Gada was
natural. Gadhi was ruled over by queen Durgivati. She was a princess of
great reputation. She was married to Dalpatishah in a very romantic
manner and out of this union a son was born, When he was three years
old, Dalpatishih died. Since then Ranpi Durgivati was the de facfo ruler
of Gadhi acting as Regent for her son Vira Nardyana, Even after he was of
age she continued to rule over the kingdom. Fiftytwo Gadhas (fortresses)
were included in her kingdom. She fought many battles, and on account of
her exceptional valour she was called Durgashah. She was very religious
and patronised numerous learned Brahmins. Some of the Telagu Brahmin
families who were connected with Vitthales'vara's family by marital ties
lived there. Besides, next to Vijayanagara, the only independent Hindu
kingdom where Vallabhichirya was recognised as the preatest Achirya by
the then ruling king Knshnadeva, this princess Durgivati was the only
independent Hindu princess in whose kingdom Brahmuns were encouraged
and people were extremely happy. Her government was a faultless one and
Akbar’s attack on this princess is copsidered by competent historians to be
nothing more than wanton destruction for self-aggrandizement. Whén
Vitthales'vara came to her Capital first of all, he put up on the banks of
Jammaiya-talao or the Rini-talao. Durgivati was so much impressed with
his saintly character, high learning and sublime devotion to Krishpa that
she visited his As'rama frequently and requested him to accept Gaghd as
his permanent residence. Suitable arrangements were made for his stay.
During his three years' stay the relations between him and the Queen were
very cordial. Vitthales'vara's first wife Rukmigt passed away about thi§
time, and he had absolutely no desire to marry again. But under the
pressure of Rani Durgavati Vitthales'vara had to marry Padmawati daughter
of Krishniraya Bhatta on Akshaya.TritiyA day of 1620. On another
occasion Durgavati gave a gift of 108 villages to Vitthales'vara which were in
their turn gifted away by him to Bhattas, his caste people who were living
there and whose descendants to this day are said to be in the enjoyment of
the same, During his stay at Gadhs, a Brgmhmin by name Brahmadasa came
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in 'his contact. He was blessed by Vitthales'vara by giving him his own
waist-coat. From this day the fortunes “of this Brahmadasa began to rise
and ultimately he became one of the trusted advisers of Emperor Akbar
under the now well.known name of Birbal (frws). This Birbal's relations
with Giridharaji were very intimate, as could be gathered from the letters
of Vitthales'vara, He scems to have helped Vitthales'vara 2 great deal
when the possession and control of the shrine of Shree Nathaji on the
Govardhana Hill were taken over by Vitthales'vara some time later from
the Bengilee worshippers. .

After his stay for about three years, Vitthales'vara perhaps noticed-
that even this kingdom of Durgiwati would ultimately be invaded by
Akabar's armies. In samvat 1621 {1564 A.p.) a pretext was found out
by Asafkhan by demanding from her, her favourite elephant Gurudar. She
naturally refused to comply with the demand. The attack of Asafkhan is
the more glaring because Durgivati's prime minister Adhiradisa was
deputed by her to the court of Akbar. This seems to have influenced
Vitthales'vara in giving up his residence at Gadha. He therefore expressed
his desire to Rapi Durgavati that he wanted to go and reside on the banks
of the Yamuna { Jumna), To meet Vitthales'vara's desire Rani Durgavati
caused to be built at Mathurd the Seven Houses which became ultimately
known as ‘Sat-gard’.  Vitthales’vara and his seven sons lived at Mathurd
in this Satgari. It was in these Satgard that for about two months or so
S'ree Nathaji was brought on Falgun Krishna 7, 1623 from the Govardhana
Hill by Giridbaraji when Vitthales'vara was on his visit to Gujarit. These
seven houses do not exist now, but the place on which they stood is to this
day knoswn as Sat-gard at Mathurd, Itis situated behind Chhatta Buzaar on
the west, and the pilgrims for Parikraml start from this place, At Gadh3,
Vitthales'vara had very pleasant times. He celebrated the Ratbotsava
festival. The car was taken in a big procession round the capital in which
Ragi Durglvati took part with all the nobles of her court, In fact all
the resources of the state were requisitioned for the celebration of the
Rathotsava,

When Vitthales'vara left Gadhi, Rapi Durgivati sent her minister
Adhardasa, to accompany him with a large escort.

After he left Gadha Vitthales’vara does not seem to have been visited
by Raoi Durgavati.  She lost her life while fighting valiantly with Asaf.
Lhan, and her son Veeranariyana also scems to have met with a similar fate.
Thc_rich treasures of the Royal treasury were looted by Asafkhan, and were
carried away by him, The ravage done was so complete that no definite
E::E:i of this illustrious pri’ncess’s kingdom could now be traced by

. rrcser::fi‘b T)h_e I;raccs‘ of Vitthales'vara's stay in Gadha are fortunately,
his second ‘:’m'r’: Cﬂ“{ky near Jubbulpore which is said to be the place where
12ge with Padmavati was celebrated as mentioned above,
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From Gadhs,' Vitthales’vara scems to have migrated to Prayaga
( Allahabad ). Here he stayed for some time in great happiness. He
engaged himsel{ in the worship of Krishna and the performance of Somayaga,

From Prayiga Vitthales'vara seems to have migrated to Gokula on
WETRT 3, 1622, Here he resided in a place where his father and his elder
brother used to reside during their visits in Chaturamisa, Vitthales'vara
is said to have stayed in Gokula for about 84 days. Then on =fiegs 11,
1623 he seems to have removed to Mathurd. He lived in Sat-gard built by’
Rani Durgavati. From 1623 to 1629 Vitthales'vara passed his time in
Mathuri. In 1623 when he visited Gujarat, the image of S'rec Nathaji was
brought by Giridharaji from the Govardhana Hill to his house and was
installed in his house in Sat.gara. The image continued to be wor-
shipped for about two months and 21 days in Vitthales’vara's house in
Mathura, Vitthales'vara did not approve perhaps of this on account of the
irksome preponderance of Mahomedan influence. After his visit to Mathura
Vitthales'vara gave up the public celebration of the Rathotsava festival for
the same reason. Vitthales'vara seems to have preferred the place of
Govardhana Hill selected by his father. And by the time he reached
M'\thur.\, from his visit to Gujarat in 1623, the image of S'ri Nathaji was |
again taken over to Girirthja and again installed therein on the 14th
day of the bright half of ¥ma, & 1624. Vitthales'vara some.how preferred
the guiet place of Gokula to the city life of Mathurd and in the year 1629,
on Falguna Krishna 7 he adopted Gokula as his permanent residence,
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From the the year 1628 upto his passing away in 1642 Vitthales'vara
resided at Gokula and carried on bis Jiterary and other religious activities,
Emperor Akbar took delight in discussion of questions relating to the world
beyond. He is said to have paid a visit to Goswimis of Brindawan by
this time, Vitthales'vara Dikshita was invited by Emperor Akbar for the
elucidation of the nature of the Supreme Being. Akbar was much pleased
with his explanations, and he requested him to ask for a gift. Vitthales'vara
asked the Emperor to give him Gokula, which being a quiet place was
congenial to his tastes and requirements, being situated on the banks of the
river Yamuna near Maha Vana. Thereupon Emperor Akbar made a grant
to him of Gokula under his Royal Seal and handed over the Firman to
Vitthales'vara in the year samvat 1634 corresponding with 29th of Jamidi
the 2nd, A. H. 985 (1577 A.». ). Vitthales'vara was the recipient of three
other Firmans granting him the privilege of grazing his cattle on all
lands including Khalsd or Jagir. Another Firmdn was granted to him by
Hamidah Banu Begum, mother of Emperor Akbar, He was also the
recipient of the grant of the Jatipura village where the Shrine of Govar-
dhanadhara was situated. During his stay at Gokula he visited Gujarat
twice, once in the year 1631, and then in 1639. It was perhaps during this
last visit that Gopaladisa, the author of Navikhyina, came into his contact
and wrote his beautiful poem describing in the last chapter the whole family
of Vitthales'vara. This last chapter mentions seven sons of Vitthales'vara
and their wives. It does not mention the names of either of the wives of
Vitthales'vara. The inference is that this poem is written after Vitthale.
s'vara’s both wives had passed away and his youngest son Ghanas'yima,
if not actually married, was betrothed to Krishnavati, All his four
danghters were married, and the two widowed daughters of his elder brother
Gopinatha, Lakshmi and Satyabham3, were residing with him, and passed
their widowhood in complete happiness in the service of S'ree Navanitapriya.

Thus from the year 1629 to 1642 Vitthales'vara lived at Gokula in
complete tranquility, During his stay there, he carried on and perfected
the mode of worship (Sevi-Prakira), both at Govardhandhara's temple at
Jatipurt and in Navanitapriya’s temple at Gokula. Poet Gopaladisa
describes beautifully how Vitthales'vara daily went on horseback from
Gokula to Govardhana, “gor wrest a1g¥R Saga), Wt v ) fomg o’ Vitthale.
s'vara translated his father’s teachings into actual practice and turned
them into a divine religion. His father mentioned two alternatives in the
verse g% GRS @i GAWE T TR Fond alifigda edtstdm dmw 0 (e, »
The first alternative of @m ( complete renunciation) cannot be translated
into practice as an inflexible rule, by ecveryome., Hence Vitthale.
s'vara accepted the second alternative of sr@m by which every thing was to
be utilised for Krishpa, thereby ultimately the goal enunciated in the first
alternative of wnr was to be gradually reached, With this end in view he
promulgated an claborate mode of ritnals for the Sevimarga. The Seva.
marga was based purely op-the dictates of the finer sentiments of * heart.
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The :result was that the very household of Vitthales'vara became free
from the experiences of the miserable surroundings of the worldly life.
The mode of worship was carried on in such a way that all the members
of his family, young and old, males and females, could take part in the
daily worship with such fervour and pleasantness that his house was a
sight which gods would envy. The poet Gopaladasa gives expression to
this fact in the following couplets:i—

EREFOBIIINAE, A LA 0w @y gy twwhaikas freat o
AT YR AT T GF 6 7 | v Proaet & el we ot @y

Emperor Akbar's two ministers Todarmall and Birbal seem to have
come into ¢loser contact with him during this time and gave him their
help whenever required. The shrine of Stee Nathaji came into exis.
tence under circumstances in which the followers of Vallabhachirya and
those of the Gaud school both worshipped it with equat reverence. S'ree
Nathaji or Govardhanadhara was worshipped by the local people as
Devadamana (¥3zma). It is alleged that originally this shrine was set
up by king Vajra of the Yadava race who was brought to Muttrd by
Arjuna after the destruction of the Yadava race. The said image which
remained under-ground was then discovered. When Vallabhacharya
visited Vraja, he installed this image of Govardhanadhara or Stee
Nathaji in the year 1576, swwmgdtar. He appointed Midhavendra-puri a
Tailanga Brihmana Sanayasi of the Madhva school to carry on the worship
of Govardhana.dhara. This Madhavendra.puri was a Krishgpa-worshipper.
He was the guru of Ishvarapuri who initiated the Bengal saint Chaitanya
into Krishpa.worship. Madhavendra-puri was instrumental in introducing
Krishpa-worship in Bengal. To carry on the daily worship of S'ree
Nathaji was a task difficult for a single individual. Hence he kept some
Bengali Vaishgavas to help him. Ramdasa, another saiat, was commissioned
by Vallabhichriya toact as first gemmans, He was a Chauhana Rajput.
Krishnadis was appointed as the Adhikiri, Vallabhichirya and his son
Gopinitha used to visit Vraja during the Cbitur-misya of every year,
and during their absence they used to carry on the Sevi themselves. After
the passing away of Vallabhichirya and Gopinitha, some disagrecmemt
seems to have arisen between the Bengil Vaishpavas and Vaillabha
Vaishnavas. So long as Madhavendra.puri was there, no disagreement
seems to have arisen. The image is spoken of as Gopala and described as
such in the works of Chaitanya writers. When Madhavendra.puri went to
the south to fetch Malayagara chandana ‘(sandal.wood) he passed away
there at an advanced age of about 130 years and the Bengal Vaishpavas used
to carry on the worship of S'ree Nathaji under the control and supervision
of Krishnadasa Adhikarl. Gopinatha's visit to Gujardt brought him about
a lakh of rupees as Sevi. The same was dedicated by him to S'ree
Nathaji. Vitthales'vara's frequent visits-to Gujarit attracted its rich people
to visit the shrine of S'ree Nathaji and they made rich presents to the Deity.

2
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mpraddya to a considerable extent, and

to have damaged the cause of the Sa
i 3 would feel thut the loss to' the

in spite of Vitthales'vara's attempts,” one
Sampradaya is irreparable.

. It is not certain when ST Gopinatha passed away. It seems
after his death some unmpleasantness was_causcd between Vitthales'vara
and his sister.n.daw, and these feelings of .unpleasamness.became
more embittered on the part of the sister.in.law when her only
son' S'ri Purushottama also passed away soon after, _Tl'xe result of
this was that the original works of Vallabhicharya which were in
possession of S Gopinatha as the eldest son- of Vallabhichirya were
consigned to oblivion by her. The greatness of Vallabhicharya's persanality
was so much felt by his devotees during his life-time that none of
them seems to have contributed anything to the composition of his works,
In the case of Shankaricharya and Raminujichirya one feels. that their
respective Bhishyas are iritten, re.written, revised and recast with
the collaboration of their learned pupils. Inthe case of Vallablitichirya
the distance felt by the devotees was so great that none has upto this
day ventured to add or subtract anything from them, This being the
position and the devotees being wholly engrossed in Krishna.worship as
taught by Vallabhicharya, they did not try to get the copies of his writings.
Another reason for the loss of the original works of Vallabhachiryz seems to
be the great fire which destroyed almost the whole village of Adel at the
time he took to Sannyasa. When the helm of the Sampradiya came into the
hands of Vitthales'vara it was a problem to him as to how he should get
authentic texts of his father's works, On the side of Adel counter influences
were working, andit was difficult, if not impossible, to get all the works,
He seems to have secured the original copy of the Brahmasntra-Bhashya
of his' father upto 3-2-34. Nibandha seems to have been secured by
him, and he has attempted to finish Prakase on Nibaudha by writing
commentaries on the Fourth skandha, and a portion.of the Fifth of tho
Bhdgamtdﬂhal‘trnl:amg:a. From Gujarit Vaishgava. Rapt  Vylsa
he seeured the Swdodhini, 8 commentary on Srimad Bhigavain of
Vallabbficharya! We have no materials to- learn whether he got
Porva.mimnnsa’ Bhishya of Vallabhnicharys, though there is plenty of
cvidence in Anu.Bhaskya to'show lis great hold on the Sitras of Jaimini,
to which he refers as a master. It is passible, as Purushottamiji says,
fhat the Porvami Bhashya Faet in his times. We mmy
infer from this that Vitthales’vars might have been in possessfon of the
Purva.mtmnnsa-Bhashya of Si Vallabhicharya, which became:lost to us
during the period, so to say, of interregnum, between 1642 nnd 1724
Samvat. Thus it would scem that Vitthalegvara bad beforo bim almost
all the works of §'rf Vaflabhicharya which are now available to us.
z;’s‘::‘m‘h;rsocmnznterinls we shall presently sce bow be las developed the
u: H .
eoretiont 3mef;ntcd by hls\ {ulher’, both on the practical as also the
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On the formation of the Sampradiyika practices Vitthales'vara’s
influence seems to be very marked, the nucleus having been supplied
by his elder brother Gopinitha in his Seva-Paddhati. Vailabhicharya
established the shrine of S'ri Nathaji on the holy mount of Govardhana
and initiated a mode of worship which.was extremely simple.  This shrine
was entrusted by him to the devotees who resided there. The initiation
of Vaishpavas was a very simple formula, as he puts it somewhere in his
Subodhini, viz; Kriskne, I am Thine., ww wf@m. This would seem to
be the ordinary mode of initiation as communicated to Vallabhicharya
by Lord 8T Krishna. But for the practical purposes of the Sampradays;
some solemn declaration was a necessity, and hence we feel it is possible
that the language used in the explanation incorporated in the Gadya
formula ( agmafigat TR RS Ay gy RIS
TR AT QTR AR 45 Wriany, ise, ‘oo et 1) is the work
of S'r1 Vitthales’'vara, For the Sampradaya which was expanding in 3]l
directions, some grave and solemn declaration appeared to Vitthales'vara
to be a necessity, and he without adding or subtracting anything to the sense
of o wgft added a solemn declaration by which the sense of the Mantra
became abundantly clear. The Simpraddyikas do understand that the
portion of the Gadya preceding $=1 amf is explanatory of the same, This
being an explanation coming from Vitthales'vara accounts for the diffeence
in the readings of the formula among his seven sons. This change was
most essential as it added to the solemnity of the initiation ceremaony.
Vitthales'vara’s personality was second to none in the Sampradiya after
$'ri Vallabhachirya, and one feels admiration for his wisdom when he sees
how he has added to the gravity without sacrificing the sense of the original.

We are informed by Goswimi St Gokulanithaji Mahirija of
Bombay that the whole Gadya in the handwriting of §'t1 Vallabhichirya is
preserved in the daily worship in the temple of 81 Damodaraji at
Junagadha in Kathitwar. We have not been able to satisfy ourselves as
to the authenticity of the same, but if it were so0, the above reasoning
would be inapplicable.

It is rather difficult now to appreciate how much Vitthales'vara
contributed to the development of the aesthetics in the mode of worship,
Seva-Prakira. All the fine arts were requisitioned in the performance
of the daily worship. Vitthales'vara was himself a master-musician. He
knew both the theory and practice of the Indian Music, Some of the
most charming songs which are sung before the deity were composed
by him. The song *#we #waq’ is daily sung in every Pushtimirgiya temple
in the carly morning when the (=e7) is made to awake. The famous
Prabodha is also daily recited. Another song ¢ Havdsawm’ is always sung in
¢Rimakali’ in the morning when the (@&r) is swung in the cradle
{Palnd). During the Vasanta season an Ashtapadi ‘sgafowd®’ is daily
sung when Vasanta is being played during the Raja Bhoga Darsana. 7This
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he preaches hisfollowéis to follow ‘the mode of worship as 'laid down'by
Vitthales'vara. ‘The fact is that the Seva.Prakira was modelled to develop
the finer sentivients cf the hutnan heart, and to term it dramatic would

ceftainly do injustice to the great Achirya. Experience has proved that
by following this Seviprakira the devotees not enly forgot the bonds
of Sansara, but it helped. them in feeling the liviog presence of the deity.
In actual practice Aaws might be noticed, the Ideal sét up by Vitthales'vara
might tot be attained, but o term the whole Seviprakira as dramatic is
rather an abuse of language, . .

Tn thé construction of temples Vitthales'vara followed a plan of his
own. He did not approve of the idea of rich afid costly buildings for temples.
He realised that gorgeous temple buildings were not safe under the maho-.
medan rule. For this reason he constructed temples of an extremely simple
style. Nothing could be seen from outside. From outside appearance his
temple would appear to be a simple dwelling-house. But at the same time,
inside the temple, great care was bestowed on its construction. Free passage
of light and air was always borne in mind. The temple of §'ri Nathaji to
this day is a building of au exceptionally simple type. Inside the temple,
in the middle, there was kept a chawk surrounded by three arched.door-
fallaries. Behind one of such gallaries was the inner chamber called Nija-
Mandira, On one side of this Nija-Mandira was kept the sleeping-apart-
ment or Sfayana griha which was always constructed in the most costly and
artistic fashion.  Oa the other side were kept the Bhoga-grilia-dining
apartment where the deity was offered Bhoga-food etc. Beyond the Bhoga.
griha were situated two rooms where food to be offered to the deity was
prepired. Separate rooms were kept for prepartion of flower garlands,
vegetables, Betelleaves, and baths, known as Fulagriba,s'aka griha, Pana.griha,
Jalagriha etc. Valuable ornaments and dresses with whick the deity is
adorned were similarly kept ina safe place. This temple was situated in
the centre and round the temple were raised dwelling places fort he Maharaja
and his prachirakas, Theidca that the deity was the Lord and the others
including the'Goswimi Mabaraja were His servants was kept in mind in the
construction of their dwelling places.

Side by side with the deévelopment of the sevi.prakira, he devoted
himself with equal earnestness with elsborating and expounding the doctrines
of his revered father, He wrote his literary works with maturity of thought
and expression. The completion of the AnuBhishya on the Vedinta.Satras
belongs to this period. His reputation 2s a great religious teacher was
established beyond question. Rich presents from Vaishpavas of Gujarat
flowed to him here. The patronage. of Emperor Akbar and his famous
ministers Todarmull, Birbal, Rai Purushottama and others came to him
unsolicited. The learned men of his caste who stayed with him at Gadha
came to him and they were all patronised by him., With these men be «
netered into matrimonial relations, His daughters were given in marriage .
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to the sons of these learned men and their daughters were taken in marriage
. by him for his sons. These people of his caste came to be known as Bhattas,
WVitthales'vara's connection with the country of his forefathers now being no”
{longer necessary was practically severed. He became naturalised in Gokula.
i Gradually the mother-tongue Telugu came to be replaced by the local
language. Both Vaishpavas and Bhattas began to revere Vitthales'vara with
intense devotion. The result was that Vitthales'vara was made conscious
of his greatness to suchan extent that he could with equal propriety speak
j of himself in plural, While explaining the Subodhinl to Vaishpavas, during
i the evening recess, he wrote out notes on difficult passages on Subodhini.
' These notes iwere ultimately put together and given the name of RzRwmwa.

The dweraer, “Afgd? Pl suggests the above mentioned self-consciousness.

Vallabhachirya had given several Swarupas to his devotees, When
these devotees and their descendants became extinct or unable to carry on
¢ the Sevi of the Swarupas, they returned the same to Vitthales'vara, Of these
© about seven or eight were received by him. These Swarupas were distributed
i by Vitthales'vara in Daya.Bhiga among his seven sons in Samvat 1634, All
the seven sons were given a joint right to Sevd of S'ri Nathaji, the eldest
son Giridharaji being left in control of the same under the primogeniture
rule, These seven Swarupas came to be known in the sampradiya as the
seven Nidhis, Separate houses for all the seven sons {except perhaps
for Yadunathaji who being the youngest son of Rukmini remained joint with
! Giridharaji, the eldest son), were built in Gokula and given to each of the
sons. Eachson thus set up the Swardpa given to him in Dagabhiga as
"\ a shrine of his own. This came to be known in the Sampradiya as seven
\ Gadis or seats. In a letter Vitthales'vara asks his sons to select a site for
s the house of Yadunitha, It seems he passed away before the house of
" Yadunatha actually came to be built. The result of this has been rather
undesirable in the Sampradiya because it proved fruitful in giving scope to as

. many as four persons to put forward their claims to the Gadi of Yadunatha,

; The last years of Vitthales'vara were passed very happily at Gokula.
One Murari Pandit wrote to him to give him 2 work which would explain to
bim the fundamental principles of Pushti-marga in suchaway that he could
silence all his opponents on his side of the country. For him Vitthales'vara
! wrote out the Bhakti.-hansa and sent it to him, On receipt of the same the
" Pandit was much delighted and asked for a further explanation of the root
T cause of Bakti. Thereupon Vitthales'vara wrote out the Bhakti-hetu. Both
| these works together in a nutshell explain that the cause of Bhakti is
" God's Grace (#rgng) alone and that the Supreme Purushottama plays among
his select devotees, unapproched by an, T ete.

i Vitthales'vara lived for over 70 years. His was a life in which there

" was a happy perfection of the theory and practice of the Sampradaya.

! His devotees have drawn a veil on the manner of his passing away, but from
q
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7 (i had fever and some pain in s
Gopildisa of Vyim we learn that he
:)\“;\Eeﬂ‘;li passed msny on Magha Krishpa seventh Samvat 1642, T‘hl.ls
life full of events was closed, the happy memories of which are ensi.’
in the hearts of the Vaishpavas even to this day.

Good comes out of evil is well illustrated in an incident in the !ife"
Vitthales'vara, Krishpadasa was appointed as the Adbikari inthe i
of Nathadwira on Govardbana kill by Vallabhacharya, On acconnt of s
disagreement with Vitthales'vara, Krisbpadisa prohibited 1{15 access into 1
temple. Vitthales'vara submitted to the order of the Adhikiri, and lnved.’
Chand Sarovara, Parasoli, for about six months of the cxile. During .
period he has penned some of the finest Vijnaptis-prayers. It issaid that .
such Vijnapti was written per day and the same 1was taken to St N
by Ramdasa. These Vijnaptis reveal the depths of Vitthales'vara’s heart
In them there is a harmonious blending of thought and expression.
perusal of these Vijoaptis leaves a lasting impression on our mind. The,
are the ontcome of a burning heart yearning passionately to meet the ui;
of hus intense Jove. A veil has been drawn as to the reason which led to i’
exile of Vitthales'vara by Krishpadisa, However, ultimately T " a
came round, begged Vitthales'vara's pardon and requested him to return
the temple. In these Vynaptis each verse stands by itself. One | blict
grouped them together into a collection of 25 each, but there seems to be
little warrant for the same. It would not be out of place to record our
own viewas to the origin of these Vijnaptis. Vitthales'vara was a great
letger.writer. He used to send and receive letters from a good many
Vaishpavas. These letters werc in Sanskrit prose, but in the beginning and
end of each letter a verse or two were written by Vitthales'vara to remind
his pupils of their sublime mission. In course of time, the uninteresting
matter of the letters came to be neglected, but the verses were collected
and preserved,  This being the origin of these Vijoaptis, we can well
understand why these verses are uncomnected. Urconnected as they are,

they do breathe the fervent devotion of the great author. In some of
them the highest and noblest sentiments find expression,

Vitthales'vara’s family}i

yAife was exteremely happy, He himself
was blessed by God with a big family. By hi f) pr) kmini ot
Seven sons and fonn y. By his first wife Rukmini he had,
bis dasghtors b "‘L‘ aughters.  S'obhd, Yamuna, Kamals and Devaka were' '
their hushands y 1 eV first \\'xf,e. They were all married, and they lived with
Vallabhy, R, h&“_i hltthalesvam's house.  Giridhara, Govinda, Balkrishga!
G}‘“““S'iimn%vasn;;casz:d \;ad\mmha were six sons by his first wife Rukmial.
wife Padmayay, The ﬁent l C':Y\d the ox.ﬂy son of Vitthales'vara by his second .
%\m.“ma he eldest son ::‘; ::x\d of Vitthales'vara was S'obha and after ler
u;:é:&nm.\m bad passeq away, ZE‘:- h}’mushut'tama the only son of his brother,

with thqxcsvnm_ 'i‘he ;‘s :{WO sisters Lakshml and Satyabhim3

¥ passed their widowhood in the service of

s
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H
‘§'11 Navanitapriya, the family deity, in perfect happiness. Inspite of his
‘being a big family-man, Le had freed his house from the shortcomings of the
.Sansarika miseries, In short there was no touch of Sansira in his family.
Elife. One Devakinandana, a grandson of his, son of Raghunitha the fifth son,
\records the mode in which he was fondled by Vitthales'vara in his childhood
in a poetical work Rasibdhi composed by him. ‘fgwm: gut w4y =aiead
greia: AgEng AR T SO O8a: 4 X X x #\fgas wid This would show that
while fondling his children Vitthales'vara would not forget his Lord Krishga |
himself, but wounld leave a lasting impression on the tender minds of his
children that primarily their duty was to serve Lord Krishpa. A Kirtana
attributed to his another grandson Kalyaparaya gives an exquisitely delicate
éxpression to his unwillingness to leave Vitthales'vara's house, at the
time when Vitthales'vara's uncle who was childless came to ask him to
give him any one of his male children. At this time Kalyinaraya was
afraid that he, beingthe first-born grandson, would be given away. The
idea of remaining at the gate of Vitthales'vara and thereby singing
praises of Lord Krishpa was a thing which appealed to Kalyapariya
more than anything else in the world howsoever attractive. Vitthale.
s’vara understood all his children and he knew very well that none of them
would be willing to leave his house, so he asked his uncle to take away any
of them who would be willing to go with him. The uncle was baflled by
this reply and went away disappointed. The Sampradayika Gatha relates
that the uncle administered three curses to Vitthales'vara’s progeny. These
three are—(1) maintenance of daughters’ husbands, (2) debts, and (3) tra.
velling. How far and how much truth there is in this Gath3, it is difficult
for us to determine, but so far as the first charge is concerned, it is literally
true. Even to this day the Bhattas, the so.called husbands of the daughters
of a Goswami's family, are maintained in Goswami's house with almost all the
members of their family. So far as the second charge is concerned, we find
some evidence for accepting the truth of the same. Ina letter written by
Vitthales’vara himself he asks lus sons to wipe out the debts. As regards
the third, it is a blessing 1n disguise, 1t would add to the number of
forgs, and the religion would prosper. Whatever that may be, Vittha.
les'vara’s attitude seems clear. He had accepted the second alternative
of Atyaga. He did not want his danghters to plunge into Sansira. So he
kept them in his house, so that they could also serve Lord Krishpa with the
same facilities as his sons would do. They were marricd of course, but
their husbands the Bhattas had no access into the Seva.prakira of Lord
Krishga in the family of Vitthales'vara. Even to this day no Bhatta is
admitted in the inner worship in a temple owned by a Goswami, Debts for
the Seva of Lord Krishpa were never considered objectionable. They are
not for the Sansira, and as such, the evil influences are few. Thus
these curses had no evil effect on the descendants of Vitthaleshvara,
. Family-life led by them was happy. The wives of Giridhara and Ra-
ghunitha were two sisters, 5o also those of Yadunitha and Ghanashyima
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were sisters. Not only were members of the family happy but «.
those who came in Vitthales'vara's contact were extremely happy -
contented. One Mahadeva Dwivedi gives expression to this fact in the follow
$ng verse “iRgEARY TR wdaS | Ay T & 7. The Girinar «
Sachord Brahmins who early joined the faith and were taken by Vitthales’y .
inthe inner worship did so without any monetary remuneration, Their du.,
was to serve Lord Krishna according to the directions of Vitthales'var+
All their other wants were looked after by Vitthales'vara. How much *
cared for the comforts of his Sevakas could be well seen from the following
In the daily worship, waterwas to be brought from the Jamuni river L,
Sevakas, but writes Vitthales'vara in his letter, that if it was found trouble
some to them, it should not be done because his Swimi—Lord Kri<'
was delicate, and the inference was that he would not acce
arose out of Kles'a. (mgawmiialy: ¥3%: 9om:, wreg mRE3, wenfy: eI ).
Endowed as he was with such tender feelings for his devotees, it is nc
wonder that the hearts of his devotees should reciprocate the same sentiments
in greater degrees. I.t is in .ﬁtness of things that poet Gopiladisa afic.
describing all the details of Vitthales'vara's family should describe the

as Kalpa Vriksha,  (shfgemeize w23t ¥4 war sait si Y

pt anything " " °
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The late Editor Mr. Mulchandra Tulsidas Teliwala, .4, LL. 1.

The above introduction is left incomplete, because the Editor suddenly
passed away on 26th June 1927, at the early age of 39, A short sketch of
his life, which was destined to be a life of sacrifice in the cause of gfean,
will not be out of place. He was born on 23rd September 1887 ( Aso Sud
7, 1943 ) in the ancient and holy city of Bhrgucutchha or Broach situated on
the right bank of the Narmada, It was here that king Bali performed his
g, and gave Lord awm three steps of earth. It is the abode from most
ancient times of Bhargava and other Brahmins well-versed in fzwz. Further'
up the river are situated the holy places of w¥mmm and zwdid the abodes of
wiw and gswwaw.  He was born in a very rich and famous family of faoits §i7,
The caste beinga very small one, his grand-father Mr. Lalbhai was not married
till he was about 55 years old. He went to the pilgrimage of s and
%l and at iFdS, Maed fgedansdt, (who flourished later than his namesake
the sriter of A7RT on @A™ } gave him a blessing that hic would have two sons.
He replied that he swwasunmarried and there was no chance of marriage at that
age but the 7% smiled and asked him to go home, The 3™ came to be true,
he marriedand he had two sons. The family business of cotton also prospered
and their firm had agents at Palej, Miyagaum and other places, and a brancli
at Bombay. A marriage of a member of the family was performed at Gulal.
wady in the 3rd Bhoiwada, Bombay, with great pomp and large vessels were
givenin gift by the family to Gulalwady, which even now may be traced.
Their prosperity increased, and the ccilars of their house were filled with
Silver bars, But when God shows special favour to any one, he takes
away the burden of wealth, and by the grace of God it happened so in this
case. A year before the birth of Mulchandra there came a sudden crash,
there was a heavy loss and all the money vanished. On account of worldly
worries and troubles with which lus parents were surrounded, Mulchandra
inherited a very poor, lean, physical body. At any time of life his weight
was not more than 72 1bs., but this slender body contained a spirit, which was
dauntless, not ruffled by any obstacles, not deceived by any outward show or
pomp, and could easily spurn wealth, of which his family had more than en.
ough till his birth, His early years were spent in playfulness and he was
accustomed to run on the city-walls and swim in the river. But he was
always the top.boy in his class. His memory was so sharp that he could easily
remember what he read once. He was the pet of his teachers. The light
jovial nature of this pigmy monitor ded willing obedi from the
strongest, tallest and most mischievous boy in the class. After passing his
Matriculation Examination in 1905 he joined the Wilson College for further
studies. In the College hostel he picked up some knowledge of singing and
music from his Deccani friends. He graduated B. A. with 37 as his optionl
subject in 1909, and he was a favourite student of Mr. Bhadkamkar, Professor
of Sanskrit, In the absence of any other calling, he took up government.
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service, as a teacher in the Elphinstone High School, Bombay. Thence he
was selected for the Training College with a scholarship of Rs. 5o per month,
and this gave him an opportunity to read up the course for LL. B. Foxl' some
time, he lived with Mr, Khimji Cooverji at Whalkeshwar, as a tutor to his son.

The first deraaiorz, met at Baroda in 1906, second at Patan in 1907, and
the third at Nandurbar in 1909, After this, gRufega the wellknown monthly
magazine was started, and though he was a student, his constant and power-
ful contributions coupled with his independent thinking and fearless expres-
sion created a stit in the %m7 world, Mr. Maganlal Guapateam Shastri, the
founder of the Parishad and the Magazine, found in him a young, able and
resourceful co-worker. The fourth session of the sftga was held at Surat in
1910, and there also he attracted great attention.

He passed his final LL. B. in 1914, and in all probabilities it appeared
that he would begmn practice at Broach, as the same was his native place,
but all were surprised when he took a High Court Sanad and came to
ssttle in Bombay. The reason which led him to this decision without
consulting any one, is as under:—

From infancy, he often got dreams in which he found himself ﬂyix{g in
the air, and some dreams twere suggestive of future events. While at Broa.
ch, one early morning before living the bed, he got a dream in which he saw’
e, the @€t in the Broach temple, swinging in w1 and smiling at him. He
got up with great joy, and after sm:fawd he went for Tim. He was greatly
delighted to have the same g there, not in dream, but in reality. There
was 971 #A14 and the @&+ was adorned in the same g@wsC as he had seen in
the dream, and there was the same joyful, smiling look. While he was re.
torning home, Mr. Jaikisandas, a life-long friend of Teliwala family, called
him at his shop, congratulated him on his passing the 2nd LL, B. examina.
tion, advised him to practice in the Bambay High Court, and gave him
Rs. 500/ (Rs. 300+Rs. 200) required for taking out aSanad, Mulchandra saw
God's hand in all this and without waiting to consult any one, he came to
Bombay, took the Sanad, and began practice. He shared the chamber of
the latf: Mr. Bhailal Kotbari at Lamington Road. Here he came into con.
tact \\-n\? the late Mr, Kashidas Narayandas Dalal who was the sub-tenant of
ﬁr.l}l?m}lsl and who was the Secretary of Pandit Gattulalaji's dwr. He helped
ib:k :‘S'k]dﬂs in preparing the annual feer, and from that time Mr. Kashidas

iking to him. He allowed him full access to the Library manuscripts

fully appreciating hi L
. g s great erydit d i a i
appotnted 1 trustee of (b ion and learning, and finally got him

Fet along with th ;i ii
vand E g with the late Shet Tribhovandas Vurii-
‘hcwg:'ojff;"ﬂc;ﬂ:;mader‘mll th'us see that but for awz to his grand-father,
trealth wwas T3 Wwas impossible, that at the time of his birth, the worldly

X mba of erqwg, the suggestion and facility to
the greatest cofn‘c‘:is all due to the Almighty's helping hand, and finally
Ulent manuscrip Libri:(:cof[o& his life.work, viz. the possession of an exces
¥ ol the TE was provided for bim by God; and but
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for divine help, not one of these serics of important events could have been
brought about by his own cfforts, The astrologer of his family predicted
‘ T ¢/ ~uqgs~|| from his T2 that he would perform a great and
EXY . M || memorable aw, and after more than half of his valu.
able publications were out, Mulchandra himself un.

e LA . .
derstood the meaning of thiswm, and whenever there
ViE 3 % [fywerc difficultics in his work on accotint of illness or
R K want of funds or want of manuscripts, he prayed to

God, and the prayers were in many cases heard and difficulties solved.

Long before this, Mr. Maganlal Shastri had begun to utilise the &g
afaz funds for getting manuscripts copicd from 4, wzsrrft's library in consul.
tation with Mulchandra, but the fund was small, and the work was stopped
after some time. In December 1914, Mr, Maganlal Shastri was transferred
to the Deccan College, Poona, and he had to leave Bombay in January
1915, The daily Katha Mandli at the Khakhar Building came to
a stop, and thercupon at the request of his friends, Mulchandra began
reading srptrea and Rawg, every night, The Bombay University prescribed
for gultgesft ot AgEa prize for 1915 the following essay-‘Discuss Low
far siwwand truly represents the view of the author of the marwws’s Mu.
Ichandra had gone through the samr of sigeimstt about four or five times,
and with his powerful memory he had materials enough for the required dis.
cussion, He thought of writing the cssay just a month before it was due,
and with the wonderful concentration of mind that e possessed, he wrote it
out and gave it on the last due date. The language, the outer garment he
had no time to correct or adorn, but tho thought is so deep, the discussion ~
o balanced, the judgment so impartial, that it is difficult to find fault any-
where, while the comparative method and the wide knowledge that he had
gathered from #mar having been fully utilised here must have compelled
admiration of his examiners. The prize was divided between him and
Mr, Kurtloti, The essay is published and is very widely read,  Scholars like
Dr, Bhandarkar, Dr. Thibeau, and many other Orientalists have long ago
come to the conclusion that (s interpretation of msgxs does not represent
uaan’s view, but they had not before them e and swra, and so they thought
that sst had, however, well succeeded in making a @wwaw of all important
gafige’s.  1f this view were correct, €% would be wiser than wrrgaw,  We
have no doubt that a wide knowledge of sy, wmw and 187 would dispel this
view. Copies of the Essay were sent to many scholars and many have prai.
sed it, and some have expressed their inability to promounce any judgment
as they had not studied the various amwms by the comparative method, ~

In about 1915, at the request of Mr. Tribhovandas of Nadiad to trans.
late ¥ar%3, he began collecting mier on it, and at first collected 12 Teekas,
some in ¥yt of authors themsclves. Such a collection was never to be
found before in any one library or with any onc fitauli or ordinary %wg, and
he thought of publishing them. Mr. Tribhovandas had no funds for this
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work, so Mulchandra approached syftarecdt of AR fo.r t.he “same.
He immediately consented and sent Rs. 500 for the pubhcntxon: The
work was begun at once, and the first volume of his meu}orable series was
published in December 1g16. It established his reputation in the gfsaga. So
many commentaries were never thought of before by any ope, n'-mch less seen,
and now they had them before their eyes all collected, beautxfully‘ printed,
and with a lucid introduction in Sanskrit. Three more commentaries were
subsequently traced and published along with sz, This publication was
followed in quick succession by others, and the details as to how, whence and
how many manuscripts were collected, how funds were obtained etc., are
given in the introduction to each work. o

His first marriage took place at Ujjain in 191112, and he was b{essefl
with a wife who was very pious, spending about two hours every morring it
religious observances, highly devoted to her husband, and had a strong and
healthy constitution. Mulchandra's mother also was called from Broacly,
and all lived in Bombay. His income being very limited, they had to live an
extremely frugal life, devoid of all luxuries such as tea, vegetables and
milk; but it was peaceful and contented. His first son was born in
1914, and a daughter was born in 1915. But even this little happiness )
did not last long. The daughter died, followed by his wife who died
at Broach from fever incident oun delwery in Diwali, 71z, about October
1917, and Mulchandra and his son were put to great difficulties for
daily food. There were no means to keep a cook, or a servant to
take care of the son. When the father went to court at I1 A. . alter
locking the room, the son passed Ins time somehow with the neighbours,
and if the father did not return at 6 p. a1, the lonely son would sit in front
of the door with  stream of tears flowing from his eyes down the cheeks and
with constant sobs which no amount of pursuasion could check. When
ultimately he did arrive, the boy would fly inte his arms, and would not
leave him even in bed and till next day's fateful hour 11 A.». One source
of his ILttle income 1as some small commissions which came to him
fr'om the Chief Judge of the Bombay Small causes Court who appreciated
his value, thereby showing his great regard for him, for his sterling
character and great learning, For this work, pleaders asked him to fix time
after 5.30 P.:., which this junior Mulchandra did, but after some bitter expe-
riences of the above nature, he avoided engagements after 5-30 p.m, It
was under such difficultics that the life-work of Mulchandra was done.

e In 1919 ( Vaishakh 1975 ) he went to siwwzr and ai50% at the time of
ki .!r rcc;r‘emon}.' of dfmmra"r son of WamFwwedt. He had with him a com-
pany of friends including I@79rs =egems, and others. Wit their help, he saw

thelibraties of f17and gath i i s A
athered
all possible sources, & important information from manuscripts from

Healso saw the Nathadwara Lib i f

Bitst ey N N wird Library, The library o
ot Sct:l:,e s‘clcond house in which gt d, and RRAGE flourished, could

Rith 2 view to ‘fouf h many efforts were made, and it still remains to be seen

'0d oot all the smis of WiRkaudt and iARAREA, It was at
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the time of this trip that the publication of *iR=nildt was undertaken, and
the circumstances under which it was done, and the important discovery
of the avg draft in the ga&mR of »Auaich which it led to, are fully des.
cribed in the introduction of sfifrwftft. His second marriage took place
at Surat in 1920, in TWAT caste. The dowry was fixed at about Rs. 750,
but Mulchandra could ill afford this cash and he got a loan from ‘a friend
" without asking for it. sfasrtwrenasft of Surat graced the marriage procession
by his presence, His second wife has two sons and a daughter.

In 1917 his friend 3@wee invited Mulchandra to Anand, and told
him in the course of conversation that he had seen W at Surat, Mulchan-
dra sent him to Surat to fetch it, which he did. It was a portion found ina
very bad condition, and since then Mulchandra tried to collect % manu.
scripts from all sources, and one of his great desires was to be able to pub-
lish #rem, wwiw and W@a together,  Through the help of *fidigwaadt of wenif,
Bombay, he succeeded in arranging in May 1925 to get funds from the
Gordhandas Soondardas Trust administrated by Seth Lalji Naranji and
others, and curtailed all other activities, so that he may be able to devote
his undivided attention to the publication of this great work, He was able
to publish only three volumes consisting of first, second and third Padas of
the third erarq before his death,

In 1927, Shree Tikayat Maharaja, Shree Gordhanlalji and Lalbavi
Shree Damodarlalji invited him to *fgg and he went there accompanied
by his friends Messrs. Jamnadas Kanji, Gordbandas Pragji and Hiralal Mulji.
He was shown a few pages of the 3rd srers and a complete manuscript of
the 4th arm7 of emparer and he found them to his great delight in the gan of
ofmateh.  In this manuscript the portion of the second interpretation of the
first two @xs of the fourth sramz is subsequently added by *fagizft. A minute
inspection of the manuscript left no doubt in Mulchandra’s mind that the
author of the work was uaied himself.

He had a very wonderful genius for research, His creative faculty,
powerful imagination, extremely retentive memory and a deep alround
knowledge of the Simpradayika Gathas helped this aptitude for research to
such an extent that he compelled old worn out manuscripts to speak out, to
whom they belonged, from whom they were stolen, when they were written, in
whose hand.writing they were and other special details about each of them,
with a quickness and preciseness which would put to shame even the hero
of a detective novel. We would give an instance and narrate the facts
in his own words:—

“a a2 SARWed A4 sl 2R Aaendal Faungdl Nty
et waif &arr A YNANNRs carourd slvs Raym and, 2l

SORL 2 usy vg AAPRAnaed Resiednt aRd Kl af

T qrai wti—forn sfwean @ Twad, ag

* g vy, Dwlenl e a0 Al SRylegreand ede
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- ANyauawd A Qa An ait B, aud-
D,wanaz(g\m zu% aé a a«uﬁgﬂ;} :&3\’ 3\&3“:;11\%;?%3&“ ot 13 B 3
;;I’E] \:]Qr{ :,{:égilqwm-;j s yray & 2ordl wd Rawa & 2 4R m«l‘lﬁ-, g
sl 2 R WY Bi—refellagt vk | A e 28 X @ “”W’@f‘ N
W B, & e Vet e & e eaR Sy ¢ et 7 Ay ami,muwfmaacﬁﬁ%ﬁx
aram b 1 U AT g Ra 2wl 3l ARwfeol Rauid Wiyd ourvad
Rt G a0 B, AN eadn 8 K0 '@f?lxmzm!n Nwdgel e{g
&R D, el sypillnug gud 32 ot sNiyadiaed B A Ygo iy B, =t o
abRga Wi 4, Weg AR Alaned G0 2er qd dpllw avd R v
3 Adypilioe Wl o gl ABwod 84 R, =7 Dygellaue Yl ava
Tl G YR Wrad Aaypgoa BRi g FA&)?A: e 'w\g\uv'm(\. TR o Ry
Rifavn @ Sanl srnzeen avd, w3 Qevilad Bawn dueal auw s,
g A ulgfivdd Yy Bl wed R, AN AN R orqed Y G AR wodg
yidy ARR @l Yl AR Al 2 Ayl AnR ”lﬂ.ﬂk‘lﬁ 4dl wd) 4R, adl
2ad: Y o 2l Rag g 3l Al daeld e ag 2wl gra allediy
Rad > axd At A o R werirslaerzawd Bal ol 3 2iued @l el
al Raril Rivar salilia Yafg ed suaat 3 oA drwslA o 58 wadt
AR gt af R o Rad-aufudt gyra yPpu-aRudt B3N e 2@ uwve
ot wtautnl G0 Wil edt sued. srafibia yraRd el sl B oiger
s dm A Al A0 Wgd wd T AR nwRgn B el dVar
ARWhod e Parw @l Br? B ¥R Ay Pyl G HgpRAlany Wiy
favia ofis 31D .

Besides tracing the original of foreh, some of the other important re-
sults of this genins for research which has put the whole Sampradiya in
great obligation to him might be summed up as under:— .

2. Wl §omas give the date of stwgmmarart’s birth as 1529, and not 1535,
and the place of birth as Stvam and not “wrex. Mulchandra got an old manus.
cript of #2135 from these wels in which one old 2% ( about 3rd or 4th ) about
wtwet or ordinary matter was deleted and this #t% specially mentioning date
and place was substituted, scratching out the old one. There was not the
slightest necessity of scratching out the old %tx but the writer purposely did
it with an ulterior motive. The manunscript was returned and since then
itisnot produced by Y7 Twewrm wedt though repeatedly demanded. From

the time we saw the mss,, we were convinced about the interpolation, thus
leaving no doubt that the date given by wedts 1529 is not correct, as also
the place Qrma, '

3. Very little was known
who pointed out the dee

to the @ about efgwrash. It was he
adopting the com

eep obligation under which shgrimat was to his us for
< parative method of writing, to unearth and publish as an
appendix to Vol XL of smeawnmein, woerrd's &9 on gelggeErrs, and to

‘éz“:x“i‘;‘s“:‘;" the different gf2's in the wwafymmhn showing which
Vi 3 3 . .
or witten by 1 ! en by ’f. Tieaat himself and which was collected, set right -
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4+ It was he who obtained the fourth st of sigedamfl’s afrommar
from the Deccan College Bhandarkar Institute, and published it. &t
. @%asl could not get it, and so he wrote out the fourth ey himself, which
also has been printed in the appendix, thus facilitating a comparison between
the writings of two master-minds, .

5+ A copy of some portion of g% was found many years ago, and
published in gfeafegar. It was well-known then to every student that this
contained words, phrases and sentences which were also found inywmr and
gf1. The portion was published for what it was worth for the information of
the public. The matter rested there for several years. Two or three years
ago, Mulchandra got a rough draft* of the same portion of the ggzara, and
he had no difficulty in tracing it to uwz=wz, the learned el of Frfter iR,
and the &%/ of yRw@. In the introduction to MwAERIA 3-9~3 published
in samvat 1982, Mulchandra wrote on p. 12 as under:—“In conclusion we
ought not to omit reference to one work which passes in the name of Rz
of §'ri Vallabhichirya, Some passages of the Ry and the first Pada
of the third Adhyaya and 11 Satras of the second Pada have been seen by us,
The portion from the third Adhyayahas been published by us in the monthly
Pushti Bhakti-Sudhi, From the style, this seems to bea clumsy attempt
of a writer of recent times. All copies seen by us are new. The style
is such as leaves little doubt in our minds as to the spurious nature of this
production’. Notwithstanding this, Mr, Jethalal Shah, who has recently pub-
lished #1915 of 9-% aear@s writes, in his introduction on p. 9, “...ugd Al
N wAD T shageuald A6 G0 & et 32l ddi..L A1 Yaiat afly YRy af
5 i UEe 2l avigd 20g 5 D A Y Mye day avig A “oMugeny 2R gegure” B
To attribute to Teliwala what he deliberately considered “spurious” is
misrepresenting a departed scholar, misleading oneself and misleading the
public. His conclusion which he puts in bold type on p. 16, “utwaidll jg-
A% oggany 22§ ¢2” is also due to ignorance. To say that sigur derives
its name from the st of 7 is absurd, because the fgmar is not Sl but
aulrman, and the emwer is not Sframgersd, but agrgamgwe. The present
requirements of the @Ag7q are not arguments based on antiquated opinions,
but investigation and research which would throw more light on the wwazm.

6. Tt was he who identified a manuscript of 82t now at Dabhoi, as
originally belonging to *frzriztatad, son of AfRRath, the eldest son of sitgaigh
The additions made by *huatsht to gifed are put into brackets in this manu.
script.  While reading gatfudl, it was found difficult to establish any conneca
tion between some sentences, which difficulty is removed by =uaigii’s
additions being thus separated. The gmawss®@ is published from this
manuscript, by Mulchandra.

7. The idea of collecting all the %5 on drzaws and publishing them
together was his; he successfully carried it out, and helped sfizamsht and
eRgonarel with manuscripts to complete the series.

# The draft is with us at present.
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8: He collected fims of mwigh on Raregwad and pointed out that -
sftgicd had revised the &t at least four times.

g. It was he who first found out that iy of the 1st house wrote
his $a1s and sent them to his 7% wiameft of the 5th house who made many
changes in them. The copies made from the original became known as
rial's 3 and those that were altered became known as dlanwlt's s

10, He went to +r7zw, identified the fourth st of w7 as written
out wholly by sRgmcl, in which second interpretation of Ist two s is
subsequently added, thus conclusively showing that the whole was written
by wigaie. .

11. He found out swmomas in the gam of tgeiwadt and published
the same.

12, He collected two copies of mreyam, first in *igeioasd’s own hand
and got and identified a subsequent copy of ¥¥@ in which additions and
alterations were made by igwitant. He adopted for publication the final
copy of www and hence we find differences in 7w and Ty, as Wawr AT
had got only the first copy of w1y with him. !

14, He threw new light on sinatgd's life, which is published above . .
with dates as traced by him.

- 14 He found out that the gvif@er that vigqrdd presented was |

not to WARFFMECH of Gy, but 1t was to wlfgemmdt of Rewaw, where there |
wag a temple of ifgearat,

15. He obtained from sfmswmews of &ta the will éfuﬂg@ﬂmﬁ and
published the same.

16, He collected and published several wradas in ghwfegs and Jywnt.

17. He laboured hard and succeeded in collecting ww, the monumen-

tal work of ARAATTGH and with the belp of iiAFwmett of 7e1 afqr, Bombay,
he arranged for publication of the same.

On account of his wide knowledge about the history of the www
t?ge\her witha clear preception of the facts of the case put before him he
\(\;asl{consulfed by sirenfis in their cases, and his services were ulitised by S
D‘;, ulndthjt of Bo.mbny and his son S%l Krishpajivanji in Madras and

» Arangaon cases, in both of which they succeeded, and also by Shsl Gope-
shwarji who also won his case at Madras,

Agzin. 3 .

s req ::::1. ﬂ; there was an attack aguinst the gRuemm and his presence
bad thes gy 2{031}; P{;:I‘:c he never refused, but started immediately,’ He
other places, R (near Indore) Mehemdabad, Patan, Savali and
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The necessity of a Research Institute for the w335 was recognised
through the efforts of Mulchandra by Shri Tikayat Maharaja of Nathadwara,
and Shri Vallabhichiryaji, son of 11 Devakinandanji offered him
a decent block of four rooms in Chandrabag, and Mulchandra went to
live there in Chaitra of 1983. But God willed it otherwise, He fell ill,
went to Broach during the Summer vacation in High Court, and when he
returned in June 1927, he had not thoroughly recovered. He was attacked
with unbearable neuralgic pain in the head on 18th June 192y, and he
passed away on 26th June 1927, -

Though he died young, his abilities as a great Scholar were
recognised by Oriental scholars as well as Sampradayika scholars, Mr.
Woodroffe, Mr. Keith, the late Mr. Tansukhram Mansukhram Tripathi,
Anant Shastri of Shanti Niketan, Vidhushekhara Bhattacharya, Bal Shastri
and Nandlkishore Shastri all acknowledged his scholarship. Mr. Tansukhram
was always delighted with his conversation, and gave him from his vast collec-
tion whatever manuscript or book was required by him. Mr. Keshav Harshad
Dhruva was so much delighted to read his introduction of ursves that he
came to see him, and expressed a desire to read with him swsifts works,
and UL ey was entrusted to him by Mr. Govardhanram'’s brother to
make svitable changes for the second edition.

The guiding principle of his life was ‘eri=aiig’ a phrase in the arati-
W of gERvAT IURTL, meaning ‘Everything else except God is painful,’ He
was born tired with the world, for which he had a deep-rooted disgust, and
he had realised from very early age that real «imeg was in st WA, only.
There was therefore a touch of cynicism in his words, which were mildly
sarcastic even when talking with men most highly placed in life, and 2 sort
of non.attachment in all s worldly deeds. But his spirit was always young,
buoyant and playful, and one enjoyed innocent, slightly mischievous joy
in his company.

He had a very noble heart. Many Brahmins and friends came to him
for recommendation-letters or support, and he did whatever he could for
them, We were sometimes even puzzled to see how he could help one who
had done him wrong or abused bim. The whole of the Nirnaya Sagar Press,
the Proprietor, Manager, Shastri, and Compositors, all loved him, and they
feel a void in their daily life without his cheerful presence. The composi-
tors would whisper in your ears how he had helped them, and allowed their
pro-notes to be time-barred. We admired the nobility of his heart when we
saw him working very hard for the success of a wana at the house of a very
valued friend of his, whose conduct towards him was by God's will inexpli-
cably strict, at another time hurrying to do him a good turn at considerable
sacrifice, and a third time moving heaven and earth to carry out a special
desire of his, forgetting considerable pecuniary loss that he had to suffer.
It was due to this nobility that he freely acknowledged whatever help
he received in his work by way of money, manuscripts or cooperation:
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This leads ue fo note another important trait of bhis, swhich was
complete 3w, 71z, willing dependence on the will and wisd.om of the Lon‘i,
atall times, however critical and in all matters, however important, His
mind was therefore always at ease, and he was never oppressed with burden
or weight on his head for anything whatever. “amafeeer [T AR, T GEWRA
wdam ©” 8 99, 1 9¢.  This wis ingrained in him, and hence under most
trying circumstances, he was most light-hearted. :

This e resulted in other important traits, z4z., evm, @@ and frend,
fearlessness, self-respect and self.sacrifice. Thoughhe had nothing, he seemed
to posses everything, he could talk straight to a king on equal footing, and
while engaged in wzmalicadar, in his small room, he acted like a happy
king, surrounded by co.werking companions, all merry-making, sometimes
sitting two on broken chairs, or comfortably couched on the broad handles
of 2 broken easy-chair. The chairs were semetimes discarded and heaped
out of the room near the door, for making room for men. His children
¢ried and ran to him to escapethe wrath of the mother,and insisted onsitting
on lus table, full of old manuscripts, or in his lap, while he was deciphering
some knotty passage i an old manuscript. The mothér of the children per-
haps silently cursed the man for his neglect of the house and its inmates, and
even expressed her disapprobation in sharp significant words. This was all
well as it was, because it was God's will, which is always best, and the work
of comparing and correcting manuseripts, sometimes five, sometimes tenat .
a time, went on till midnight with the help of a jewel.Jamp in the middle,
Argrd i of Surat, as well a5 most prominent personages ahd s
from Kathiawad, Sind, Culcutta, Namital, Madras saw him in this room.
The difference betwween the small room and the great man, who was doing

the abstruse work of deciphering and publishing old manuscripts was
patent to all,

This & and 83 resulting from it kept him always collected, though’
there may be the greatest cause for losing one’s temper, If there wasa
caste-dinner at his place, and there is none to work and no invitations are
sent, }n? is calm; if there is a procession, and no tom-toms are available, he is
calm; if people did not pay the money due to him, it was God's will; if

~ members of the family are lud up with illness, if he is unjustly attacked in
news-papers, he is not the least disturbed. He goes on quietly with his
self-imposed work, with a concentration of mind and with a non.attachment
m< su{roundmgs {wdm) simply marvellous. This concentration continued
4‘::’:}!11 }xlanleep, afxd then naturally he got dreams. His little room was filled
. 1) (Im'ed light (so he said and we fully believe him), and he saw, {(at
griata‘ec xsc believed hie saw ) at one time iyeRenst and at other times other
o ‘{f“: :r_ls or #%s. When. he wolfe next morning after such a dream,
can nover x;‘r y:tusbsmfle on lus fac‘e which was unmistakable, and the writer
iy ot b et the innocent smile on his face on the morning of the last _

Y of his life on this Earth, tue 26th June, which

bad some <3 tn droam, ; ) which clearly showed that he
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His sudden death was a great loss to the mra, and the hearts of “al-
most all ¥mgs were moved by this great loss, Two telegrams were received
from WEel MiadTees Renfa, one to take care of his wife and children,
and the other to hold a meeting in which he promised to send his representa.
tive. A similar telegram was received from wemm HMigpligwradt to the same
effect, and many others followed in quick succession. A meeting was
immediately held in Bada Mandir, Bombay, and stexft siftgaaradft announced
Rs. 500 as his subscription to the fund for a memorial to be raised after
him. Mr, Ranchhoddas Patwari also paid Rs. 251. Meetings were also
held.at Abmedabad, Dabhoi, Sankheda, Mangrol and a dozen other places,
and 4 grand meeting was held in Bombay on z24th July 1927 in Mulji Jetha
Market Hall under the presidentship of the Hon'able Mr. Justice Krishnalal

Mohanlal Jhaveri, Goswami S'rT Gokulnathji moved the first resolution
as under;—

Qepadl Wl gl Ree 217 Y6 Bge dneed wlansiay wgad
Segd yaueg gadllent Aelaral o0, B, RN, o, N, R, N A, adld, Wi,
@34g 12 R AR dl 2% N o 1w A UARD Ax Ay vAUA vgd Yo
Arpld, S =R gt GEARL Quer anQaRFA 20 sl Rl 2teld Vs Rella
328, A DI )l WA v, 20 Buar YEuRusEA sl DA Nl
Raslfl 2l a4 33, =13 ugad géa 6w 2l w3e 21 wquedl sunGonl Al uR
R Gadler eald B

This resolution was seconded in suitable language by Goswimi S'ri
Ranchhodlalji, son of §'T Jivanlalji of Porebunder, and supported by Mr.
Hanumanprasad M. A., the representative specially sent to Bombay from S'ri
Nathadwar by St Govardhanlalj Tilakayit Maharaja and his son S'ri Damo.
darlalji. He read in the meeting the letter of condolence sent by His
Holiness S'ri Govardhanlalji and gave Rs. 1001 for a suitable memorial to be
raised after him as proposed by the following second resolution moved by
Sheth Lalji Naranji and seconded by Rao Saheb Harjiwan Valjis—

Ygad A Ytes gl Al aiqua ulaoet U 1RO gy urnelfly
dayd wiReR Asbl Pe usR MRS $A7 2ngA @ gl 32l B, A swgaidl sivy 3@
Yot uad g Dot 2uRs 63 BN au AuAl gdon RuaeilE 1 wsy drayd wdm
53R AR L G ool U cdazan g2 AU 52AR Q340 ueRAl Dl T
auidl sy AR 3G Quadl aun uen sud R B,

The third resolution was moved by M. Keshavji Ramji Lakshmidas
and supported by Mr. Sundarlal Manilal Vakilna to send a copy of the first
resolution to his family,

Decent sums were announced as subscribed for the memorial and a
representative committee appointed to collect: funds. '
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< After his death his work has been continued by us, his -co-workers,
inspired by his noble example. Having worked with him for anumber of
years, we know the difficulties in the way, as well as the means to overcome
them, Sheth Lalji Naranji asked us to go on with the work, and we continued
it from the place where he had leftit. He had given orders to print four
forms of this Volume before his death, and we have begun from the fifth
form. This volume would have been published long ago, but for the delay
of the press. The present volume completes the third Adhyaya of Anu
Bhashya, the Sadhanadhyaya, and the reader will immediately perceive the
wide difference in the subjects for discussion taken up by smwumid, differing
from all the previous Acharyas. The work of the fourth Adhyaya bas been
already taken in hand. Professor Maganlal Ganpatram Shastri u. a.,
helps us very cheerfully whenever approached and Shastri Kalyanji Kanji
has offered his help in all matters, and we have gladly accepted the same.
All the otber Shastris and Pandits of the §ex7@ bave expressed their desire
to help us in any way they can, and by the grace of God, we hope to proceed
with the work without any serious trouble.

With feelings of joy, we offer this fruit of our labour of love at th
Lotus Feet of Lord S'ti Kris’hp:\. ¢ ei

Dhirajlal Varajdas Sankalla,
Jamnadas Kaoji Morparia, '
dovardhandas Prag|i.

Hiralal Mooljt.

Purshottam Kan]l Morparia,
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